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It could be that no one is happier than 
Fr. Ryan that public Masses have 
resumed at Corpus Christi since the 
onset of Covid 19.

“Most people have never experienced 
anything like this in their lifetime,” he 
said. “Especially in the beginning, it 
seemed like the ground was shifting 
every day. All the normal ways of 
staying in touch with parishioners had 
been taken away, so I had to rely on 
spiritual means--praying for them, 
saying Mass for them, writing letters, 
posting homilies.”

His main goal was to assure people 
that fear and worry needn’t be a part of 
their lives, that God loves them, and that 
they could be assured of Father’s 
prayers.

“The usual grounding in faith--the 
Mass and the Eucharist--was gone. 
People have told me they appreciated my 
reaching out in any ways I could,” he 
said. “The diocese reached out to me to 
see how I was faring; I want to do the 
same for others.”

Like pastors everywhere, he worries 
about those who may drift from the faith 
during this time. When public Masses 
began again, the numbers attending were 
considerably down. Normally, 600-800 
people attend Mass on the weekends. 
With the Covid space restrictions, there 
is room for 125-130 per Mass, but Fr. 
Ryan said there’s usually no more than 
60-80. Happily, those numbers have 
been slowly going up. Some people 
haven’t returned out of fear of the virus, 

but that may not account for all the 
absences.

“If I’m honest, I have to admit there 
were a percentage who were looking for 
an excuse to stop coming to Mass. For  
now, the obligation is gone, so that’s the 
excuse they needed.” Fr. Ryan stressed 
the importance of the Mass and the 
sacraments in a healthy Catholic life, 
and pointed out that those are not 
“virtual” experiences. 

“TV, radio or video 
are not the equivalent 
of actually 
participating,” he 
said.
As a result, he, like 
other pastors, will be 
looking for ways to 
draw people back. 
“Jesus wants us back. 
I want us back. Do 

we all have the same desire?” he asked. 
All parish activities ceased during the 

the past few months, and only now are 
things beginning to slowly open up. The 
parish council was scheduled to meet on 
September 1 for the first time in several 
months, and new members are being 
sought to replaced those who have 
termed out. In lieu of the parish council,  
at the direction of the diocese, a crisis 
management team was assembled to 
meet virtually to assist Fr. Ryan in 
keeping the parish going. It included 
representatives of finance council, parish 
staff and the parish council.

Another side effect of Covid is the 
drop in donations to the parish, partly 
because people aren’t at Mass, partly 

because their own budgets have suffered. 
How does this look for the parish?

“It’s going to be ugly financially,” Fr. 
Ryan said. “We still have to buy candles, 
wine and hosts, we still have to pay for 
the lights and the air-conditioning, we 
still have to pay our staff.”

Some parishes have cut hours. The 
diocese reduced its staff by 15 percent. 
That hasn’t happened here yet, with 
Corpus Christi’s small staff, but it is a 
worry for the future.

“We’re hurting like everyone is,” Fr. 
Ryan said.

However, he said he’s very grateful for 
those who continue to share their 
treasure. Some place their offerings in 
the basket at Mass, many drop them off 
in the locked box at the entrance to the 
parish center.

“There’s a lot of uncertainty about the 
future, but that’s not necessarily a bad 
thing,” Fr. Ryan said. “We might have to 
reevaluate what we’ve been doing, see 
whether we can refocus our efforts--and 
yes, possibly reduce employee hours, or 
look at the amount of our school subsidy, 
although we really don’t want to do 
that.” 

Being poor isn’t the worse thing, Fr. 
Ryan said, but a parish does have to have 
some kind of safety net.

So, while there are challenges for 
Corpus Christi, there will also be 
opportunities to rally as a parish family. 
If we keep our eyes on Jesus, we won’t 
sink.

“In the darkness of night is when the 
stars shine the brightest,” Fr. Ryan said.

‘State of the Parish’ assessment from Fr. Ryan



2

Parish Council Notes

Pastoral council starts up again
These days, many things are referred to as pre- or post-Covid. That includes our parish council meetings, which were 

suspended when all the shutdowns and precautions were put into place. 
The council acts in an advisory capacity to the pastor, and in lieu of those meetings, and according to the guidelines of 

the diocese, a crisis management team was assembled, including members of 
the finance council and key staff members. They “met” through computer 
conferencing in those days when information and guidelines seemed to 
change daily, and helped Fr. Ryan put procedures in place.

That can’t continue forever, however, and the parish, like the rest of society, 
is learning to work with the “new normal” to get things moving again. The 
parish council was to have its first post-Covid meeting September 1, for those 
who felt comfortable gathering--masking and social distancing to be observed, 
of course.

Some of the council members’ terms are ending. (They serve for three years and are allowed to serve for another 
three years, but must take a year off before joining the council again if they wish to do so.) Fr. Ryan has invited 
parishioners with a desire to serve to let him know if they would like to be considered for a parish council seat. For more 
information, contact the parish office at 743-4716.

We’re back!
CC Connections took a one-issue hiatus during the 

crazy first days of the Covid pandemic. Normally, you 
would have found a June issue in your mailbox. We 
hope you missed us!

 Like everything else in society, most parish functions 
were cancelled, including daily and Sunday Mass. The 
church was closed, meetings weren’t held, and, frankly, 
not a lot was happening.

Things are changing, though. For a while now, church 
has been open Monday through Thursday, 8 to 3, and 
Friday 8 to noon, for people to make visits--with masks, 
and the use of the hand sanitizer at the entrances. Mass 
was cancelled for a few weeks. Eventually, a private 
Mass was videoed on Saturday and posted on the parish 
web site. (ccparish.net) 

Now, even though Mass attendance is still not an 
obligation, since there may be people who don’t feel 
medically safe in that kind of gathering, public Mass IS 
being said at the normal weekend times (4:30 Saturday, 
7:30 and 10:30 Sunday) Friday Masses at 8:20am have 
resumed as of September 4. There will be no Monday or 
Wednesday Masses, however. A weekend Mass video 
will continue to be posted on the web site for the time 
being.

And, the newsletter is back. Our content may look a 
little different because of all the suspended activities, but 
we hope this will help everyone reconnect with our 
parish family.

The year of St. Joseph
Bishop David Ricken has declared March 21, 2020 

through March 21, 2021, to be the Year of St. Joseph in our 
diocese--a chance to 
honor this very quiet, 
humble, yet powerful 
saint.

At Corpus Christi, we 
made a little shrine over 
on the “St. Joseph side” 
of the church with a 
beautiful photo of St. 
Joseph, a burning candle, 
a kneeler for prayer, and a 
stack of books about the 
consecration to St. Joseph 
which can be signed out 
and taken home.

Unfortunately, the very weekend for the celebratory kick-
off, Covid restrictions shut down the churches, and the 
focus shifted. No one could visit the shrine, few people 
checked out a book.

Now is the time to rectify that, though. The book, written 
by Fr. Don Calloway, presents some fascinating 
information about this saint who was foster-father to Jesus 
and yet who was never quoted in the Bible. Was he young? 
Old? Feeble? Strong? Was he a leader in his home? What 
did Jesus think of him? How did Mary regard him?

Learn the sometimes-surprising answers to these 
questions. Pick up a book, learn how to make a 
consecration to St. Joseph, and learn to appreciate this 
amazing man.
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Brian Fogarty scales back here, 
accepts job at St. Norbert’s

  

Tony Klink, Corpus Christi’s business manager since 
February, comes with a varied and interesting background.

He now lives in Luxemburg, but grew up  on a dairy farm in 
Rubicon. He has eight siblings and 60 cousins, and several of 
the families also had dairy farms when he was young.

“We all worked together and went to church together,” he 
said.

Tony got his bio-chemistry degree, and from 1989-2011 he 
worked in the bio-technology field doing research on ways to 
cure serious disease, like cancer.  He got his Ph.D. in bio-
chemistry in 2000. At one point, he was general manager for 
the Wisconsin Crop Improvement Association, which does 
certification of seed. He “traveled all over” meeting with seed 
producers.

During all that time, however, Tony was considering an 
entirely different type of “work.” 

“I spent 20 years discerning various religious orders,” he 
said. He spent time with two or three different orders, but the 
“fit” was never quite right. Now, at 53, he has reached the age 
limit for new members in many of the orders.

“I began to live simply during that time,” he said. “If I had 
entered one of the orders, I would have lived in voluntary 
poverty, so I thought I might as well scale back even now.”

He still wanted to serve the Church in some way. That 
change in his lifestyle allowed him to take a big cut in pay and 
work as a business manager for three parishes--St. Thomas in 
Humboldt, St. Joseph in Champion and St. Kilian in New 
Franken, where he is currently a parishioner who loves 
working on social justice 
issues.

After a detour to another 
job which proved 
disappointing, Tony saw the 
ad in the Compass for a 
business manager for Corpus 
Christi.

“I don’t have a degree in 
that field, but I have extensive 
experience because of my 
general manager job with the 
crop association,” he said. He brushed up on some of the 
software involved in the job here, and is happy with how 
things have turned out.

“I love it here,” he said. “Fr. Ryan is great to work with, and 
everyone has been so welcoming.”

We’re happy you’re part of the Corpus Christi family, Tony!

Welcome to business manager Tony Klink

After 11 years as director of music for Corpus Christi, which 
included guiding and growing a choir of enthusiastic amateurs, 
Brian Fogarty has taken a new job as director of worship and 
liturgy for St Norbert College’s parish. That means scaling 

back as music director 
here.
“But I’m still a member 
here and willing to help 
with parish functions,” 
he’s quick to point out. 
“My two younger kids 
still go to St. John 
Bosco, and I’ll still be 
playing for the 4:30 
Mass.” Other parish 
musicians will handle 

the Sunday Masses.
The decision to make a job change came after a lot of soul-

searching for Brian and his wife Amy. But, they had committed 
to Catholic schooling for their children, so when his two older 
children graduated into high school, it meant Brian had to drive 
them to his wife’s alma mater, Notre Dame Academy in Green 
Bay, every day, and wait to take them home again.

Rather than waste the day, he took a position as a Catholic 
elementary school teacher in Green Bay last year. While he 
enjoyed working with the students, he confessed that teaching 
isn’t his first love. 

“I’ve always been more comfortable in parish work,” he 
said.

So, when he happened to see the ad for the St. Norbert 
position, he began considering the move.

“I struggled for a long time,” he said, “because I’m happy 
with Corpus Christi and with Sturgeon Bay.”

After consulting with Fr. Ryan, Brian submitted his 
application and went through three rounds of virtual 
interviews. since by then the pandemic had struck. On Easter 
Monday, he was offered the job.

Originally, a new music director was sought for Corpus 
Christi, but when there were no satisfactory responses, Brian 
agreed to stay on staff but with a scaled-back list of duties.

He started at St. Norbert’s on Aug. 3, where he will oversee 
all aspects of worship and liturgy at that parish. He’ll schedule 
and train other musicians, and will work with a team of three 
music ministry students. Eventually, when life after Covid 
resumes, he will direct the parish choir, serve on the worship 
committee and provide music for campus events, such as 
Morning Prayer twice a week, the opening liturgy for the 
school year, the noon Mass and novena to St. Joseph each 
Wednesday, and baccalaureate services.

“I’ll miss what I did at Corpus Christi,” he said. “I’ve loved 
playing there, I find it very calming. And I love the people.”

Lucky for us, he will seldom be needed at St. Norbert’s on 
Saturdays, so he’ll still attend 4:30 Mass with his family and 
provide music at that Mass for the rest of us. Best of luck in 
your new venture, Brian! 
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How did your ‘domestic church’ do? 
The Church teaches that each family, 

no matter its size, is a “domestic church.” 
It is where we first learn who God is and 
to prayerfully seek His will for us. 

Well, we’ve certainly had a taste of that 
the past few months, haven’t we? For a 
while, as faithful Catholics, we not only 
did our praying in our homes, we also 
attended Mass there, via television or 
live-streaming on computer. We learned 
whether we truly love the Mass and the 
Eucharist. We learned whether we can be 
self-starters when it comes to our faith, 
and to make our homes be “church.”

Fr. Ryan said that many people have 
told him their prayer life deepened during 
this time of deprivation. As the externals 
were taken away, they had to devise their 
own ways to nurture their spiritual life. 
They had more free time, and they could 
choose to spend it with our Lord.

Now, Masses are being offered again. 
Some have returned joyfully, eager to 
once again receive Jesus physically as 
well as spiritually. Some have held back, 
fearful of the virus. Some have lost the 
habit of attending Mass altogether. A lot 
of that depends on whether their 
“domestic church” functioned well, was 
used and appreciated.

Now, perhaps, we can appreciate how 
important is the spiritual atmosphere we 
create in our own homes. The United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
has some suggestions on how to build 
your “domestic church” through a life of 
prayer that can help all the members of 
your family. 
• Begin praying as a family and reading 
from Scripture daily, certainly before 
meals, but also first thing in the morning 
or before bed. Find a time that works for 
your family. Use the liturgy of the 
Church as a model for prayer, and try to 
include heartfelt unstructured prayer as 
well.
• Pray a Family Rosary (each member 
leads a decade, and everyone shares 
intentions).

• Have a crucifix in a prominent place in 
the home, and in every bedroom.
• Make the Sacraments a regular 
celebration – take the whole family to 
Confession and Mass!
• Begin family traditions based on the 
seasons celebrated in the liturgical 
calendar.

• Make your vacation a holy pilgrimage 
by visiting the shrines and saints of our 
land and the world.

• Make worshiping God a priority. Never 
miss Mass, even while traveling – go 
to: www.MassTimes.org to find a 
church near you!Teach stewardship and 

charity to your children, through word 
and example.

• Demonstrate love for your spouse, your 
children, your neighbors, and the 
world.Remind their children that they are 
loved by God and have been given gifts 
to serve others.
• Talk freely about the presence of God in 
the joys and sorrows of your life.
• Welcome into your home and support 
priests, brothers, sisters, deacons, and lay 
ministers in the Church.
• Participate in the lay ministries and 
activities of your parish community.
• Allow your children to witness you in 
private prayer. Encourage your children 
to pray daily on their own, to listen for 
God’s call, and if heard, to respond.
• For more ideas on how to build your 
home as a Domestic Church, go to: 
www.domestic-church.com or visit The 
Family Fully Alive, sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus.

Connecting
with

the liturgy

The annual Walk for a Cause, which has been raising funds for the Adam LaLuzerne 
fund, had to go virtual this year. People still got their t-shirts and walked, but it was 
done individually or in family groups, and people posted pictures of their venues. Over 
250 people participated from near and far. At press time, donations were still coming 
in so a total was unavailable.

Walk for a Cause goes virtual

http://www.masstimes.org/
http://www.masstimes.org/
http://www.domestic-church.com/
http://www.domestic-church.com/
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/programs/family/family-fully-alive.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/programs/family/family-fully-alive.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/programs/family/family-fully-alive.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/programs/family/family-fully-alive.html
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Ask Fr. Ryan

Q: If we watch the Mass on video, do we receive the blessing the priest gives at the end of Mass?

A: Yes, when a priest, bishop, or pope has the intention of giving a blessing through the radio, TV, or internet, it is 
received by all who watch it live, or if it is pre-recorded, when you watch or listen for the first time.  Certainly, there 
is no substitute for receiving the Eucharist in person, but one may make the sign of the cross when the final blessing 
is being given and be confident you have received the same blessing everyone in person did. 

(If you have a question for Fr. Ryan, email him at fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com.  Or mail your question to 25 N. Elgin, Sturgeon Bay, WI 
54235.)

CC CameraConnections

The Fr. Tony Birdsall Prayer & 
R e fl e c t i o n G a r d e n w a s 
exceptionally beautiful this year. It 
was a good place to pray even 
though the church was closed for 
a while.

T w o n e w 
railings have 
been installed 
in church to 
make it a little 
s a f e r t o 
maneuver the 
steps into the 
s a n c t u a r y . 
T h e s e m a y 
make it easier 
for people to 
stay active as 
l e c t o r s o r 
extraordinary 
ministers of the 
Eucharist.

Below, face masks and roped-off 
pews make it possible to attend 
Mass safely. Left, members of St. 
Ann’s Society gather in Otumba 
Park, all with face masks, to catch 
up on each other’s lives.

Type to enter text

mailto:fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com
mailto:fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com


Parish office:
office@ccparish.net
743-4716
Fr. Ryan Krueger:
fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com
Dcn. Mark Hibbs
markhibbs@centurytel.net
Parish Council
President to be announced
Bereavement Ministry:
Contact the office
office@ccparish.net
Bldg & Grnds:
Mark Tlachac
mltlachac@gmail.com
Music Ministry:
Brian Fogarty
bffogarty@gmail.com
Edge & Life Teen:
Sarah Gavin
stgavin25@gmail.com
Genesis: (Grades 1-5):
Penny Biwer
pbiwer@hotmail.com
Adult Faith Formation

Penny Biwer
pbiwer@hotmail.com
Extra-Ordinary 
Ministers of Eucharist:
Contact Tina in the office
743-4716
office@ccparish.net
Funeral Luncheons:
TBA
Funeral Volunteers:
Terie Johnson
tpjohnson8@gmail.com
Lectors:
Dianne Zirbel
743-2260
Prayer Shawl Ministry:
Monica Sawyn
pixwords47@gmail.com
Scrip:
Tina Stawicki
tstawicki@charter.net
Servers:
Dcn. Mark Hibbs
markhibbs@centurytel.net
St. Ann’s Society:

Terie Johnson, president
tpjohnson8@gmail.com
Ushers:
Steve Partyka
party1160@att.net
Worship Committee:
Laura Tice
lorg@chartner.net
Technology committee:
Judy Laessig
jlae126@gmail.com
CC Connections:
Monica Sawyn, editor
pixwords47@gmail.com
743-6479
Care Ministry
Dcn. Mark Hibbs
markhibbs@centurytel.net
Special Events
  Steering Committee
Contact parish office
bill24@charter.net
Knights of Columbus
Steve Partyka
party1160@att.net

St. John Bosco School
Vickie Dassler, principal
vickie.dassler@johnboscos
chool.org
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